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MUSIC LESSON PLAN:
Music Is Our Schools Month Lesson Plan
Grade Level: 2–3 (can be adapted K–4)
Length: 30 minutes
Theme: Music Connects Our Community
Featured Book: The Bear and the Piano
Folk Dance/Circle Game: Sasha (circle folk dance)


OBJECTIVES:
By the end of this lesson, students will be able to:
Students will understand how music tells stories and brings people together through singing, movement, and listening.

Music In Our Schools Month Connection
Emphasize:
· Music helps us express feelings.
· Music builds friendships.
· Music is an important part of our school community.
Optional extension for bulletin board:
“Music Connects Us Because…” student quotes displayed outside the music room.




MATERIALS:
· Copy of The Bear and the Piano
· Piano or recording of lyrical instrumental music
· Speaker
· Rhythm sticks or hand drums (class set or small group set)
· Open space for circle dance
· Chart paper or whiteboard


"I CAN" STATEMENTS:
· I can keep a steady beat while singing or moving.
· I can explain how music helps tell a story.
· I can perform a circle dance with my classmates.
· I can describe how music connects people in our school.

LESSON BREAKDOWN (30 Minutes)
[bookmark: _Hlk211794894]1. Warm-Up (5 minutes) – Steady Beat Activation
Activity:
· Begin with body percussion (pat, clap, snap, stomp) to establish steady beat.
· Students echo 4-beat rhythm patterns.
· Ask: “Why is steady beat important in music?”
Assessment (As Learning):
Observe students maintaining steady beat independently

2. Storybook Connection (10 minutes)
 Read Aloud: The Bear and the Piano
As you read:
· Pause to discuss how the bear feels at different parts.
· Ask students to tap the steady beat quietly on their knees whenever the piano is mentioned.
· Discuss:
· How did music change the bear’s life?
· How did music connect the bear to others?
Interactive Extension:
· Students create short 4-beat “forest sounds” using body percussion or instruments to represent parts of the story.
Assessment:
Students verbally respond using sentence frames:
· “Music helped the bear by…”
· “Music connects people because…”


3 Circle Folk Dance: “Sasha” (10 minutes)
Teach “Sasha” (Traditional Russian Circle Dance)
Formation: Students stand in a circle holding hands.
Basic Pattern:
1. Walk 8 beats clockwise.
2. Walk 8 beats counterclockwise.
3. “Sasha” goes to the center and performs a movement (clap pattern, jump, spin).
4. Class echoes movement.
Rotate leader so multiple students have a turn.
Teaching Focus:
· Steady beat
· Listening for musical cues
· Cooperative movement
Connection Discussion:
“How did dancing together feel? Did it feel like we were a team?”
Assessment:
· Can students move in time with the music?
· Can they follow group movement cues?
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4. Closing Reflection (5 minutes)
Students sit in a circle.
Ask:
· “How does music make our school better?”
· “What would our school be like without music?”
Have students share one word describing music in our school (write on board: joyful, exciting, calm, together, etc.).
End by singing a short reprise of “Sasha” or a simple classroom song.

Assessment Overview
Formative (During Lesson)
· Observation of steady beat accuracy
· Participation in discussion
· Ability to follow dance directions
Exit Check
Students complete orally:
“I can use music to __________.”

Differentiation
Support:
· Provide visual rhythm cards
· Allow seated movement for students needing mobility accommodations
Extension:
· Students create their own 4-beat movement for the circle dance
· Add simple barred instrument bordun (Do-So)



Standards Alignment:

Florida Music Standards Alignment (Aligned to Florida B.E.S.T./Next Generation Sunshine State Standards – Elementary Music)
· Performing: Sing and move with appropriate posture, steady beat, and expressive qualities.
· Creating: Improvise simple rhythmic or melodic patterns.
· Responding: Describe how music connects to feelings and storytelling.
· Connecting: Explain how music brings people together in schools and communities.
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